Sabaki Go Club - Tournament Rules
Playing Rules:

· Unless handicaps are used players draw for black.

· A one stone handicap means that the player with black receives a 6.5 point komi. 

· Komi – 6.5 points

· The Japanese counting method is used.

· The Japanese rules are used. (for example -  Bent 4 in corner rule)

· Prisoners must be kept in the lid of the bowl and be clearly visible.

· Once a stone is placed and the finger is raised the stone cannot be moved even if the opponent agrees to allowing it. (Please think before placing stone) Violation of this rule results in forfeiting the game.

· The game result must be reported by the winner immediately after game ends.

· The game ends after 3 consecutive passes after which no further captures are allowed. Players are advised to finish all moves including the filling of liberties before passing.

Clock Rules:
· Normal time in main round is 45 minutes/player.

· You may take breaks at any time but your clock still runs. You may not stop the clock to take a break for any reason.

Byo Yomi:
· Byo Yomi is 25 stones/10 minutes

· When stones are used up within the 10 minute period another 10 minutes is set and another 25 stones counted out. The lid is then placed on the bowl showing prisoners.

· Clock is set and stones counted by a tournament official or designated person other than player or opponent. If no person is available raise hand to official’s attention.

· If the flag falls while in byo yomi  before the 25 stones are played the opponent wins by default.

Etiquette:

· Do not rattle stones or make unnecessary noise that disturbs opponent or players.

· Both players may take a lunch break lunch with permission of the tournament director.

· Bystanders must not make comments or speak to players. Only an official may do so. Bystanders must leave playing area to discuss games.

· After a game ends please leave the playing area for post mortems.

Late Arrivals:
· After a 5 minute grace the tournament director will draw colour for the absent player and the absent player’s clock will start.

· Scheduled start time or playing location or clock time may only be altered on agreement of both players and the tournament director.

Decisions:
· The decision of the tournament committee is final.
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